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Intensive advocacy on REACH and estimated REACH costs 

The Dutch EU Presidency has announced an estimated cost of REACH of 4 
billion Euros, resulting from a compilation of 36 studies to date carried out for 
governments, industry or NGOs. This figure is nearly 2x the previous official 
EU Commission estimate of 2.3 billion €, the difference relating particularly to 
longer estimates of the delay necessary for the introduction of computer 
simulation ecotoxicity models of chemicals (QSARs = Quantitative Structure 
Activity Relationship) which would replace more costly chemical testing. The 
Dutch EU presidency has announced its objective of achieving cost reductions 
for REACH through a pre-registration phase encouraging chemical companies 
to share costs, use of QSARs and reduced bureaucracy. The national 
delegates also calculated the health benefits of REACH for society as "at least 
tens of billions" of euros with the number of cancer deaths reduced by "several 
thousands", especially among workers exposed to hazardous substances. 

A study published by the Nordic countries Council of Ministers (study by Tufts 
University, USA) also gives a high cost to reach, at 3.5 billion € for the 
chemical industry (over 11 years), plus 1.7 – 4.5 billion € costs for downstream 
industries. NGOs meanwhile (EEB and WWF) have announced that they will 
“boycott” two further impact assessments of REACH (in particular, 
consequences for downstream users) being carried out by KPMG for the EU 
Commission. Various groups of chemical users are lobbying for REACH to not 
be applicable to their sector: e.g. the cement, glass and other inorganics 
industries. 

Cefic has confirmed that it supports the "no-data-no-market" principle 
established by the registration requirement of REACH (a chemical can only be 
sold if it is proven safe, as opposed to the current situation where “existing 
chemicals” continue to be marketed unless there is evidence of a risk), but 
wants a less strict version that enables chemicals to be put on the market 
once manufacturers have submitted a basic set of data to authorities. 

A study published by the German government (by Öko-Institut and Fraunhofer 
Institute) suggests that benefits of REACH for downstream industries will be 
less than has previously been claimed, as customers and consumers are not 
prepared to pay higher prices for products carrying the REACH seal of safety. 
This study does suggest that REACH will encourage chemical producers to 
"support" small and medium-sized firms using their products, and that better 
product safety documentation will make allocation of responsibility in liability 
claims more transparent 

EURACTIV summary of EU Presidency meeting of Member States on REACH: 
http://www.euractiv.com/Article?tcmuri=tcm:29-131725-16&type=News&_lang=EN 
EU REACH web site: http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/reach/index.htm 
Follow progress of REACH through EU decision making process (Pre-LEX) 
http://europa.eu.int/prelex/detail_dossier_real.cfm?CL=en&DosId=186451  
Full REACH proposal documents COM(2003)644  
http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/com/pdf/2003/com2003_0644en.html  



Cefic dedicated REACH pages http://www.chemicalspolicyreview.org/  
or (more up to date) see www.cefic.be  
QSARs- see for example introductions at: 
http://www.netsci.org/Science/Compchem/feature19.html or 
http://www.chem.swin.edu.au/modules/mod4/qsarwebp2.html  
Nordic council of Ministers (Tufts University) REACH cost study 
http://www.regeringen.se/content/1/c6/03/09/11/84de48ff.pdf  

EU Council work on REACH proposals 

Under the Dutch presidency, a series of official meetings of Member States (EU 
Council) is underway to discuss point by point different aspects of the proposed 
REACH regulations, which will then be submitted to decision by Environment and 
Competitiveness Ministers meetings before the end of the year. First questions 
tackled include substance testing and registration procedures, including scope, and 
rules on data sharing and animal tests. Upcoming sessions will tackle rules for 
substances in articles, the treatment of intermediates, the formula for ordering the 
registration of different categories of substances, and the paragraphs outlining key 
definitions and exemptions from registration 


