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Summary of impressions Light & Building 2012 
Jaap Pannekoek 
 
 
The Light & Building fair is the world’s biggest trade fair for lighting and intelligent buildings. 

Every two years, the industry presents its latest innovations for the fields of lighting, electrical 
engineering, house and building automation at the world’s leading trade fair for architecture and 
technology.  

The main theme of the Light+Building 2012 was energy efficiency. 
The focal points in this theme were:  

• Digitalization of light and buildings  
• Buildings as a green power station. 

 

 
 

 
This year the event took place from 15 till 20 April 2012 at Frankfurt, Germany. 

Around 2,352 exhibitors from 50 countries took part in Light+Building at Frankfurt Fair and 
Exhibition Centre and almost one in two of the over 196,000 visitors comes from outside 
Germany.  

After Germany, the top ten visitor nations are The Netherlands, Italy, Austria, France, Switzerland, 
Great Britain, China, Spain, Belgium and Sweden. The most important visitor target groups are 
architects, interior architects, designers, planners, engineers, artisans, the distributive trades and 
industry.  
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Light+Building is the world’s biggest trade fair for lighting and building-services technology and 
presents solutions that cut the energy consumption of a building at the same time as increasing 
the level of comfort. At the fair, everything is represented, from LED technology, via photovoltaic 
and electro-mobility, to intelligent electricity usages with smart metering and smart grids. Thanks 
to the combination of lighting and networked building-services technology, the companies can 
present an integrated spectrum of products and services that make a decisive contribution to 
exploiting the energy-saving potential of buildings to the full. 
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The architecture of the exhibition halls is very diverse. Each building is unique and 
reflects an architectural style of the time of its construction. A walk around the 
exhibition grounds is therefore also a journey through the history of “Messe 
Frankfurt”. 

The total exhibition area of all halls together exceeds 300.000 square meters. 
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The elements covered during my 4-day visit are related to the developments in: 

1. LED technology 
2. Building automation and standards 
3. Energy management of buildings 
4. Renewable energies like solar and Electrical Vehicles 

 

Summary of findings 

1. LED technology 
 

LED’s applications had - as could be expected - the main dominancy, or almost the exclusivity in 
lighting demonstrations. Where in the “Asian area” (hall 10) the majorities showed where LED 
retrofit bulbs and LED strips; the major brands like Osram, Philips, Tridonic, etc. focused on 
lighting experiences.  
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The focus at the Asian companies where in contra dictionary to previous years on various white 
light applications and improved efficiencies of lumens/watt output. (In previous years it used to be 
more a fancy fair (“kermis”) with all kind of colors and color rendering. Also the larger companies 
like Lite-On, Tospo, Kingbright, etc. had bigger and nicer booth areas. The remainders where all 
similar ‘Fred in the shed’ booths of 10 sqm in a ‘papa and mama’ shop style (Some with children!). 

 

 
 
Several parties showed LED ‘tiles’ with a size of standard pre-fab roof tiles. 
 
Several parties showed full ceramic lamps, both Asian as well European. 
 
One (1) company showed LED directly mounted on glass. 
 
New developments of OLED where shown by all major brand names like LG (very impressive room 
and office showcases), Samsung, Osram, Philips, Citizen.  
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Very impressive artist’s creations showing the possibilities of these very flat and thin OLED products. 

 

 
 

Impression of hal 6 – decorative lamps 
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Impression of hal 5 – outdoor lighting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More details on this subject is available upon request to Jaap Pannekoek at Pannekoek.jh@gmail.com 

  

mailto:Pannekoek.jh@gmail.com
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2. Building automation and standards 

In contra dictionary to last exhibition is was clear that companies involved understood the need 
for standardization in communication and connectivity. 

Of all the standards proposed it was evident (and clearly visible!) that KNX has become and 
accepted as the standard for professional buildings and (highend) residential homes.  

KNX association in itself did a tremendous well done marketing effort at this exhibition. Amongst 
others with a specific KNX city (explaining all the aspects of the technology and implementations); 
specific booths (in 3 several halls) with company showcases (also Philips Dynalite had 1 corner!). 
Every company who has KNX devices has a clear sign on its boot (= close to 100 booth’s! have KNX 
products). 

 

 

 

Next to KNX also several other applications with LON (PLC), BACNet, TCP/IP including Wifi and 
several industrial standards like ModBus, Profibus, M-Bus (remote metering), etc. were shown in 
applications for building- and home automation. 
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Several companies showed solutions for- and in connection with Smartgrid. It varied from simple 
automatic meter reading till advanced systems to monitor and predict energy demand and load on 
the grid. A.o. Siemens showed smart grid eco-system components and applications varying from 
energy parks control (PV solar, wind) till systems for backup in case these renewable energy 
solutions don’t deliver (ie large and modular battery stations) 

For High End residential homes/SME it seems that EnOcean wireless technology gets more 
traction and becomes more popular. Several applications where shown. Z-Wave and particular 
ZigBee are more rarely seen at some companies of which more Z-wave than ZigBee solutions 
shown on this exhibition. 

For intelligent outdoor lighting applications more companies show telemanagement solutions, like 
Osram and Intelilight (Romania). All work with powerline communication (PLC) based on Echelon 
technology. 

 

 

More details on this subject is available upon request to Jaap Pannekoek at Pannekoek.jh@gmail.com  

mailto:Pannekoek.jh@gmail.com
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3. Energy management of buildings 

Next to home and professional building management in terms controlling by switching, sensing or 
other schedules, also the energy management gets a lot of attention. 

Over 75 companies were traced who where active in some part of energy management. 

Some of them focus only on one (1) aspect like electricity or gas metering. There were several, and 
an increasing number of parties against last exhibition, who offers systems where you can 
measure, monitor and control the total aspects of a building (Electricity, gas, water and 
temperature/heatflow. In some cases they also include air quality (CO2), overpressure, tilt and 
vibration!). Very sophisticated dashboard application including tablet/phone apps where shown. 

Around 20 companies were identified who have wall mountable plugs with remote 
switching/dimming functionality.  Fifteen (15) of them have, or will bring in 2012 plugs on the 
market who can also measure and monitor energy. 

 

 
 

More details on this subject including an in-depth Excel overview is available upon request at 
 Jaap Pannekoek at Pannekoek.jh@gmail.com  

mailto:Pannekoek.jh@gmail.com
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4. Renewable energies like solar and Electrical Vehicles 
 
There were very little suppliers present with PV (photovoltaic) solar panels. Only Solarworld was 
present with a larger booth. Some others showed products or it’s application part at their booth 
(like Siemens, ABB, etc.) 
 
Also on thermal solar there were only a few parties present. 
 
There was a lot of attention to EV (electrical vehicles) including infrastructure aspect needed to 
exploit and usage. 

 

 
 
 
More details on this subject is available upon request to Jaap Pannekoek at Pannekoek.jh@gmail.com 

  

mailto:Pannekoek.jh@gmail.com
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And after a few days on the fair there is always a bit of fun…… 

 

 
 
 

 
For more details and specific questions:  
 
Jaap Pannekoek 
Sourcing and Industrial expert. 
Email:  Pannekoek.jh@gmail.com 
Mobile phone: +31 (0)6 51521704 
Onwards May 1st  2012: +31 (0)6 1216 6796 

mailto:Pannekoek.jh@gmail.com
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