Opening times

All year from 

Thursday - Saturday 

11.00 - 17.00 h. 

Groups by appointment; 

other times possible.

Entry charge

Adults     
€ 4,-

Children under 17 
€ 2,-

Celebrations in the tavern

Already since 1622 De Gouden Leeuw has been a hospitable house. The Pilats want to honour this tradition and take pleasure in receiving you and your company as their guests. The historic atmosphere in the tavern gives your dinner or party a special character. You can go there for a family or business party, if desired with a tour

of the museum. On request 

De Gouden Leeuw will provide a banquet in style, prepared in their own kitchen and served on antique china.

Costume Museum 

De Gouden Leeuw

Langestraat 48

9804 PL Noordhorn

Tel.  (0) 594-50 38 04

Email; degoudenleeuw@planet.nl
The museum is a 15 minutes walk away from the Zuidhorn railway station. Another possibility is to travel by bus from Groningen to Noordhorn. 

For travel information please 

call  0900-9292 Openbaar Vervoer Reisinformatie.

An inn with a passage

The front part of the house dates back to the eighteenth century: you will find a room from that period containing among other things the typical bed-wall with china-cabinet made of solid wood. Probably in the year of 1830 the house was altered into a café with hall on the first floor. De Gouden Leeuw became a village-inn with a passage: the coaches wheeled through a gate into a large barn where passengers could alight. The horses rested and were fed there. Through an other gate the coaches left the barn and continued their journey to Friesland or Groningen. The entrance of the museum is situated in the front part of this gate.

Documents from 1622 tell us about the existence of  De Gouden Leeuw

(The Golden Lion). In those days it was a halting-place on the road from Groningen to Leeuwarden. Merchants from the north of The Netherlands and Germany travelled along this road, often by foot, to sell their goods. In the tavern De Gouden Leeuw they could feed and refresh themselves.

Exquisite skill

De Gouden Leeuw houses the private collection of Sytze and Hyke Pilat. Ever since Hyke received in 1960, as a present, her great-grandmother’s small silver “oorijzer” (casque) and Sunday clothes the Friesian couple never stopped collecting. Time and again they are struck by the exquisiteness of many old clothes and accessories as well as by the patience and skill that created them. The focus of the Pilat collection is the unique head-dress of the northern part of The Netherlands.

COSTUME MUSEUM 

De Gouden Leeuw

Impressions of exquisiteness

In the province of Groningen, in the region called Westerkwartier, you will find on one of the natural heights in this flat land the village of Noordhorn. On the highest point of the village, opposite the mediaeval church, De Gouden Leeuw  - a tavern since 1622 and museum/gallery since 1994 -

is situated. In the beautifully restored building a special collection of costumes of the northern region awaits you, composed and presented by Sytze and Hyke Pilat. Antique jackets, finely-woven fichus, gold casques and bonnets of lace: examples of lost skills, exquisite in nature.

A gold helmet
On paintings of Rembrandt you can see women wearing a casque. Then it was still small, functional and made of iron. Gradually it was transformed into a complete helmet, often made of gold or silver. It became a symbol of wealth. The casque was covered by a bonnet of lace that was clumped by hand in the region of Waas and Beveren near Antwerp. Particularly for the market in the north “pottekanten” were made, i.e. lace with a symmetrical design of a vase (pot) with flowers.

Hyke’s workshop
One of Hyke’s specialities is copying costumes. From examples and models in her own museum she makes costumes for ladies, gentlemen and children. Folklore dancing groups and owners of (Friesian) horses who give performances, are enthusiast buyers. 

Though it is impossible to use antique fabrics, Hyke Pilat aims at the creation of costumes that are historically correct. She only uses natural fabrics and sews the costumes in the traditional way, if necessary by hand.

Rummaging in antiquités
In addition to museum, De Gouden Leeuw is also a gallery, specialising in antique textiles. In the tasteful shop you will find antique robes, jackets, skirts, fichus, christening robes and bonnets, and also casques, jewellery, antique furniture and knick-knacks. Are you looking for particular clothes or accessories? Sytze and Hyke visit all leading auctions at home and abroad and love it to hunt for you.

Colourful “sits”
One of the greatest treasures of De Gouden Leeuw is the collection of “sits”. This hand-painted or hand-printed, fine-woven cotton fabric was imported from India by the Verenigde Oostindische Compagnie (United East India Company) in the seventeenth and eighteenth century. Sits is colourful and fast-dyed, the reasons why it was very popular. It was used for daily clothes and domestic textiles; because of its intensive use and our humid climate, there is very little left in The Netherlands, which makes it now a very rare item

