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SUCCESS AFTER MANY PROBLEMS 

 

Recovery after a difficult period 
It must have been in the last century that I once had to deal 

with Johan Boersma in Hoogeveen. A respected judge from 

the G.v.K. who also issued his calling card on a weekly basis 

with regard to the results on the races. I can still remember 

that Johan told me at the time to stop as a judge because he 

often spent a long time in Canada with his emigrated son 

during the inspection season. As I wrote before, I sometimes 

take the opportunity to look at the various pigeon sites to see 

how the recent races have gone and which fancier 

distinguished himself with his pigeons. This season I 

sometimes came across the name of Johan and I was 

surprised that he achieved appealing results with few 

pigeons in Drenthe. Well; every reason for me to contact 

Johan to catch up. I suggested that he be the main character 

in one of my weekly columns called "Pre- and post-



commentary" which he greatly appreciated. But before it 

came to that, he first wanted to share his story about what 

had happened to him in the last few years. In short: Johan 

had major problems with his health, especially heart 

problems. To perform a few bypasses, he was admitted to 

hospital from 8 May to 30 May 2017. In the recovery period 

after 30 May 2017, Johan suffered a cardiac arrest on 1 

August. During the rehabilitation period it was During the 

rehabilitation period it was understandably impossible for 

Johan to take good care of the pigeons. Good friend Cor 

Darwinkel took care of the pigeons so that after a definitive 

recovery Johan could pick up the thread again. This lasted 

until primo 2018. In January Cor had stripped all the lofts of 

the shreds of the shreds and properly sucked out the 

breeding lofts so that breeding could begin. It was a fantastic 

year with many championships. Johan was back in 

competition again. Now in 2019 it goes crescendo again, with 

great results, early pigeons with only a handful of pigeons to 

be basketed. The fact that Johan has always had a hard time 

getting over it is evident from the fact that Gerrit van 

Eikenhorst already drew attention to this in Het Spoor of July 

22, 2011. Now you may think why such a broad introduction, 

well that will become clear later in the story. 

 

How it all started 
As a child, Johan came into contact with resistance pigeons in 

1946-1947. Dealing with these pigeons took hold of Johan in 

such a way that, completely against the family tradition, 

Johan started to keep pigeons. When still living in Winsum in 



Groningen, Johan became a member of the P.V. Hunsingo. 

The military service shortly thereafter threw a spanner in the 

works when it comes to keeping pigeons, but in 1961 

everything regarding the pigeons was 

 

Anno 2019 
The beautiful garden loft that Johan owns offers space for 24 

pairs of racing pigeons with which double widowhood is 

raced, one section for a few nesting pairs and another three 

sections for the young pigeons. Johan does not have specific 

breeding couples. All available pigeons are never basketed. 

Johan chooses a few of his showpieces every week to 

compete. Once started with Tournier pigeons, the current 

pigeon stock mainly consists of pigeons from Eijerkamp / van 

Loon. The pigeons are coupled with light mass, which is 

around the first week of February. If the young are well 

covered under the wings, they will be weaned. They are 

darkened for a period of approximately 7 weeks from the 

beginning of April to June. Annually, after the first round, 

around 50 youngsters are destined for the races, but this 

year too, the losses have taken their toll and there are 

currently only 10 youngsters to basket every week. There is 

no specific care for the youngsters. The lofts are never d.m.v. 

smoked out a dry sanitizer. Only with an imminent coli 

outbreak is there cure. Before the start of the season, the 

youngsters are trained four times, starting at 5 and then 

ending at 25 km. No other vaccinations are applied in 

addition to the mandatory vaccination. 

Johan finds all disciplines fascinating but still has a slight 

preference for the one day long distance. I already wrote 



earlier in this story that I will go a bit too broadly into e.e.a. 

This has everything to do with the fact that the race for my 

consideration could not take place last Saturday due to the 

heat protocol. If this has been the case then the following 

about the preparation for a flight. 

The pigeons always get a full bowl, there is no question of 

extra other feed or additions. The weather forecast is not 

considered. No lapsing takes place between flights. Releasing 

and training twice a day is enough. Even on the the day of 

basketing the pigeons go free in the morning. The pigeons 

are never shown in baskets. Tuesday or Wednesday is the 

bath day, in the bath water then a handful of kitchen salt. A 

cap of Forte Vita goes into the drinking water on Sundays and 

Mondays. Always clean water for the rest of the week and on 

the day of your return. Johan himself has the floor: for me it 

is always "keep it simple" and whether I am waiting for the 

pigeons on Saturdays alone or in the presence of others 

interested, I fully enjoy the hobby, especially when I am 

realize what I have experienced in the medical field in recent 

years. I am also very proud of my own website where the 

many championships of recent years are listed. Instead of the 

weekly column "Pre- and post-commentary", this story now 

shows that after many personal health problems, with the 

help of a good friend, a successful return to our hobby is 

possible. 

 

 

 


